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WELCOME TO SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA 
 

The City of Santa Ana in collaboration with the Santa Ana Unified School District 

and Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce are thrilled and excited to host the 

National Forensic Association (NFA) Tournament in 2019. The City of Santa Ana, 

considered the central hub of Orange County, is located approximately 34 miles 

from Downtown Los Angeles, and offers access to four major freeways and a 

regional transit station which services Amtrak and Metrolink.  The City is conveniently located 

between five major airports (John Wayne Airport, Long Beach Airport, Bob Hope Airport, 

Burbank Airport and Ontario International Airport) and its mass transportation infrastructure 

enables residents and employees to embrace a green lifestyle, commuting to work by bus, train, 

bicycle and foot.  

This convenience attracts a diverse population of businesses, tourists, and locals 

to Santa Ana's distinctive and unexpected affordable housing choices, culinary 

experiences, unique shopping opportunities, energetic nightlife and cultural 

amenities like the Artists Village, Bowers Museum, and Historic Downtown. From 

gleaming, technologically advanced office buildings and innovative exhibits 

at the Discovery Cube, to luxury high-rise living and distinctive restaurants, Santa 

Ana has long been the county’s government powerbase, and today this historic city serves as 

Orange County’s true downtown. 

Hosting the National Forensics Association Tournament 2019 in Santa Ana during the month of 

April is ideal because of the expected fantastic weather, at an average temperature of sunny 

75 degrees. Above all, Santa Ana’s central location provides visitors access to several local 

attractions within 15-20 minute drive times, such as: fine arts centers, museums, delicious 

eateries, convention centers, numerous shopping centers, local beaches, Disneyland, and 

Angel Stadium.   

Hosting the National Forensic Association Tournament 2019 in Santa Ana would 

be incredibly meaningful to the community as well. The Santa Ana Unified 

School District (SAUSD) recently implemented a district-wide speech and 

debate program in every intermediate school with the plan to grow the 

program through high school. In the short couple years of the initial 

implementation, the district-wide speech and debate program has been well 

received by the students, coaches, teachers, principals, school board members, city officials, 

businesses, and strong support from local community organizations. The community has 

enthusiastically embraced the speech and debate program across the district because of the 

vast educational benefits, professional preparation, and hope of a long-term positive impact to 

the socio-economic status of students. Several leaders, elected officials, school board members, 

and parents are eager to bring the speech and debate to the next level, ideally by hosting the 

National Forensic Association Tournament 2019 in Santa Ana. We are confident that the 

National Forensic Association and its participants will have an amazing once in a life-time 

experience (for many students) filled with memorable events in Santa Ana.   
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT  
 

The community in Santa Ana is supportive of the concept of hosting the National Forensics 

Association Tournament in 2019, below are some letters of support from some of the key 

stakeholders in Santa Ana.  

 City Manager   - City of Santa Ana  

 Superintendent  - Santa Ana Unified School District 

 Chief Executive Officer - Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce  

 Chancellor   - Rancho Santiago Community College District 
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TOURNAMENT  
 

The City of Santa Ana in collaboration with the Santa Ana Unified School District and Santa Ana 

Chamber of Commerce are 

committed to executing a prosperous 

National Forensics Association 

Tournament from April 18 – April 23, 

2019. The three entities have a strong 

working relationship and are 

dedicated to making this tournament 

experience so amazing that NFA will 

want to come back year after year. 

The Santa Ana Unified School District 

(SAUSD) will provide more than 

enough facility space to 

accommodate the needs and requirements of the National Forensics Association Tournament. 

SAUSD has hosted several local speech and debate tournaments at the following proposed 

sites, which have proven to be efficient and pleasant sites.  SAUSD will provide two school sites 

that offer sufficient amount of classrooms, conference rooms, meeting rooms, ceremonial 

spaces, and wireless internet. School Security will be provided throughout the tournament.  

Both sites are conveniently located within walking distance of Downtown Santa Ana that offers 

an abundance of eateries, retail stores, lively culture and amazing art galleries. Hotels and 

motels are a 10-15 minute-drive from the tournament sites, making it particularly easy for 

participants to come and go from hotel to tournament site.  

Specifically, Santa Ana High School will serve as the main tournament site, located at 520 W. 

Walnut Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701. About 50 feet across the way from Santa Ana High School 

is Martin R. Heninger K-8 School that will serve as the secondary tournament site, located at 417 

W. Walnut Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701.  
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COMPETITION ROOMS 
 

Main Site - Santa Ana High School  
 

Santa Ana High School, 520 W. Walnut Street, Santa Ana, CA 92701, will serve 

as the main tournament site. The following list identifies the designated 

classroom and facility space that will be made available for NFA’s use 

throughout the tournament timeframe. Santa Ana High School has wireless 

internet available throughout the entire campus.  

 

 Classrooms -  120 classrooms with occupancy of 30-40  

 Large Auditorium with capacity of 1200-1300  

o Backstage access & Orchestra Pit 

o Professional stage lights and Projector & Screen for projection available  

 Small Auditorium with occupancy of 100-135 

o Backstage access  

 Large Gymnasium with occupancy of 1,200 

o Bleachers style or Banquet style 

o Tables & chairs available upon request 

 Small Gymnasium with capacity of 400-700 

o May accommodate 40 tables & 400 chairs or 700 people standing 

 Library with capacity of 120-140 people 

o 5 Tables & 20 Chairs 

 Front Office with occupancy of 20  

o 4 computers and 3 large printers  

o 1 copy machine available  

 Teacher Prep Room (within Front Office) with occupancy of 10-15  

o Counter top work space 

o 2 Copy Machines 

 Teacher’s Lounge with occupancy of 50 

 Choir Room with occupancy of 80 

 Band Room with occupancy of 80 

 Dance Room with occupancy of 80 

 Teacher’s Lounge with occupancy of 90-100 

o 10-15 Tables & 100 Chairs 

 Counseling Office with occupancy of 60-70  

o 10 Tables & 60 Chairs 

 Family Center (within Counseling Office) with occupancy of 25  

o 4 Tables & 25 Chairs 

 Computer Lab (within Counseling Office) with occupancy of 20 

o 20 computers 

 Small Conference Room (within Counseling Office) with occupancy of 7-8  

 Computer Lab (within Library) with occupancy of 60-70 

o 60 Computers 

 Video equipment  

o 3 cameras & 10 wireless & wired microphones 
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Secondary Site – Martin R. Heninger K-8 School  
Heninger Elementary School will serve as the secondary site for the NFA 

tournament 2019. This site also has wireless internet connection throughout 

the campus. The following list identifies the designated classroom and 

facility space that will be made available for NFA. 

 

 

 

 Classrooms - 34 Classrooms available with occupancy of 30-40 

 Laboratory Classroom with occupancy of 30-40 

o 8-10 tables  

o 35 chairs 

 Multipurpose Room with occupancy of 150 

o Small stage 

o Stage lights 

o Small backstage 

 Front Office with occupancy of 20 

o Copy machines 

o Computers  

o Printers 

 Adult Transition Room with occupancy of 100 

o This area is split into 3 separate rooms with occupancy of 20, 30, 50 

 Music Room with occupancy of 50 

o Two restrooms available within the room  

 Library with occupancy of 40 standing 

o 2-3 tables and 10 chairs 
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Extemp Prep 
 Santa Ana High School will provide sufficient space in the Small Gym that has an 

occupancy of 400+ and will designate the Large Gym available (occupancy of 1200+) 

for the use of the Extemp Prep.  Either facility easily accommodates 175-200 extempers 

with plenty of room for tables/chairs and has adequate number of electrical outlets, as 

well as wireless internet.  

Elimination Rounds 
 Santa Ana High School will provide 20-30 classrooms with occupancy of 30-40 for the 

Elimination Rounds in addition to the following facility space at Santa Ana High School 

that can accommodate larger size groups (audience members): Band Room, Choir 

Room, Dance Room, Library, Counseling Office, Small Auditorium, Large Auditorium, 

and access to video equipment.  

 Heninger School can also provide larger facility space for Elimination Rounds, which 

includes: Multipurpose Room and/or Library.  

Tab Rooms 
 Santa Ana High School’s entire Front Office will serve as the Tab room, which has an 

occupancy of 20 with access to computers, printers, and copy machines. This area is 

conveniently located in the front of Santa Ana High School and within a close proximity 

of the Judges Room and the Ballot/Stuffing Area that will be stationed at Heninger 

School’s site. 

Ballot Pick-Up Area and Ballot/Stuffing Area  
 The Ballot Pick-Up Area and Ballot/Stuffing Area will be conveniently located at 

Heninger School’s Adult Transition Room, which is very close to the Judges Room. The 

Adult Transition space is split into three different rooms that can accommodate about 

100 people and has tables/chairs available. There are also restrooms available inside 

the Music Room within the Adult Transition Room.  

Opening/Closing Assembly 
 Santa Ana High School’s Large Auditorium will serve as the Opening/Closing Assembly 

facility, which has the capacity of 1200-1300 with a balcony, professional stage lights, 

video equipment (6 video cameras, 10 wireless/wired microphones, projector 

equipment and large screen, an orchestra pit, and ample size backstage). 

Meeting Rooms 
 Santa Ana High School’s Counseling Center will serve as the space for meeting rooms 

as well as the Multipurpose Room and Library at Heninger School.  
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STAFF/EQUIPMENT/SERVICES 

Computers  
Santa Ana High School and Heninger Elementary School will provide access to 40-60 

computers, 3-5 copy machines, 3-5 printers, and wireless internet at both sites.   10 laptops may 

also be made available upon request.  

Ballot/Stuffing Staff 
Santa Ana Unified School District’s Speech & Debate Program staff and six Walk-On Coaches 

and 20 volunteers will be available to assist NFA with 3,000+ ballot packets and 500 ballots for 

L/D. Ballot Stuffing will take place inside the Adult Transition Room at Heninger School, which 

has occupancy of 100 people and the space is separated into three separate rooms.  

Judges 
The Santa Ana Unified School District’s Speech & Debate Program will be able to secure 30-40 

equivalent full-time judges, which will be compensated $12 per hour from NFA and an 

additional compensation on Saturday and Sunday from the SAUSD’s Speech & Debate 

Program. Judges will be able to meet in the Teacher’s Lounge at Santa Ana High School 

throughout the tournament.  

Printing 
Access to several printers and copy machines will be made available at both tournament 

sites, specifically in the Front Office of both schools.  

Video Equipment 
The Santa Ana Unified School District can provide access to at least six video cameras (3 video 

cameras from Santa Ana High School and 3 other cameras from the SAUSD) and 10 external 

microphones for the recording of the Lincoln-Douglas final rounds.  

Food Service 
The City of Santa Ana is known for savory food options. The eatery choices in the city range 

from many styles and fusions to authentic foods from many international origins. The City of 

Santa Ana will be coordinating an amazing line-up of authentic gourmet mobile vending food 

trucks to be present at the school sites each day. Gourmet mobile food trucks are not only, 

delicious; they are also reasonably priced for college students. The tournament sites are within 

walking distance from Santa Ana’s Downtown, which has an extensive number of eateries 

that are not only appetizing, but also provide a divine experience. Below is a small list of 

restaurants in Downtown Santa Ana. Lastly, SAUSD will set-up concession stands at both 

tournament sites for light snacks and beverages for purchase.  
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CRAVE 
410 W. 4th Street, Santa Ana, CA

 
 

LOLA GASPAR 
211 W. 2nd Street, Santa Ana 

 

THE BARREL ROOM 
324 W. 4th Street, Santa Ana, CA 

 

WURSTHAUS 
305 E. 4th Street, Santa Ana, CA 

 

4TH STREET MARKET 
201E. 4th Street, Santa Ana, CA 

 
15 restaurants in 1 location 

MIL JUGOS 
201E. 4th Street, Santa Ana, CA 

 
 

 GOURMET MOBILE VENDING TRUCKS 
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DOWNTOWN POSTING PARTY 
 

Downtown Santa Ana has an astounding artist village with delightful 

energy, award-winning restaurants, and beautiful promenades 

surrounded by over 100 eclectic historic buildings. With its charming 

streets and vibrant restaurants, Downtown Santa Ana continues to be 

regarded as one of Orange County’s best neighborhoods and was 

recently named one of the “Great Places in America” by the 

American Planning Association. The culture and flair of Downtown 

Santa Ana offers a distinctive experience in Southern California. The neighborhood is filled with 

eclectic restaurants, one-of-a-kind retail shops, independent breweries, weekly pop-up markets, 

community-driven chef incubator spaces, creative office space, live-work housing, government 

offices, art studios, North America’s first E-sport Arena, Orange County’s only independent art 

house cinema, and a university-run art residency complex hosting internationally renowned and 

emerging local artists.  With its bustling nightlife and new residential scene, the Downtown has 

become a hot spot for visitors, tourists and residents to get that fresh, new and exciting 

experience.  

Santa Ana’s Downtown is the perfect combination 

of historic and hipster culture providing an 

exceptional outdoor venue for the Student Party. 

Downtown Santa Ana is known for hosting outdoor 

events, which occur at least twice a month and a 

few large festivals throughout the year that attract 

over 25,000 people per event.  

The Student Party would take place in a four block 

parameter in Downtown Santa Ana that would 

include the lot on 3rd Street & Bush, as well as the 

Spurgeon Promenade and Second Street Promenade. Downtown Santa Ana business 

associations have agreed to assist in the coordination of a downtown tasting event in which 

many of the downtown restaurants open their doors and provide delicious samples of their food. 

Participants will have to opportunity to enjoy this unique tasting event along with live music and 

street performers. The City of Santa Ana will coordinate the party logistics, engage the 

downtown food and retail businesses to offer low-cost food samples, and will provide a one-of-

a-kind unique outdoor experience that your students and their families will remember for a 

lifetime. 

The Santa Ana Unified School District will support onsite participant food discounts, arrange for 

local music & entertainment, set-up a professional grade outdoor movie theatre system, and 

cover the cost of street closures and police officer enforcement. Music, food, and 

entertainment will ensure a phenomenal experience for the NFA participants, coaches, and 

administration.  
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MOTEL/HOTEL ACCOMODATIONS 
 

California is a dream destination, particularly the City of Santa Ana. Hosting the NFA Tournament 

in Santa Ana would grant the attendees’ biggest wish of visiting the Golden State of California 

- become a reality. April is a perfect time to visit California because of its amazing weather, 

outstanding attractions, and accessibility to the beach, mountains and so much more – all within 

15-20 minute drive. The City of Santa Ana is committed to continuing negotiations with all the 

hotels/motels listed below and leveraging funds/resources to assist in reducing the cost of room 

reservations in order to reduce the cost for the tournament participants. The Santa Ana 

Chamber of Commerce, who have several current hotels/motels as members, are committed 

to assisting in the negotiation of hotel room rates for this tournament.  

NFA will have many options with regard to available hotels/motels, which are mostly located in 

Santa Ana, but could extend the options to span into a few neighboring cities such as Costa 

Mesa, Anaheim, and Irvine. The neighboring cities are between 10-20 minutes from the 

competition school sites and within close proximity of freeways. In general, the room rates range 

from $109-$222 with hundreds of rooms available in the inventory provided below.  

The DoubleTree by Hilton 

Santa Ana Airport Orange 

County would like to be the 

host hotel for the 2019 NFA 

Tournament. Furthermore, 

the DoubleTree by Hilton 

Santa Ana would be happy 

to block 100 guest rooms at 

a rate of $149 per night for 

tournament participants. The hotel is one of the largest and newest hotels in the city with a great 

amenities such as:  several meeting rooms with occupancy 15 each, ballroom space with 

occupancy of 500+, business center, free shuttle service to/from John Wayne Airport, breakfast 

service, and free Wi-Fi. Additional negotiations about room rate and comped rooms for NFA 

staff can be arranged for future discussion with the DoubleTree by Hilton Santa Ana, NFA and 

the Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce. 

The Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce has also secured a proposal from several hotel/motels 

who have pledged a number of room blocks at reasonable room rates. The Holiday Inn Santa 

Ana Orange County Airport has pledged to block 75 guest rooms at a rate of $109 per night 

(single – quad occupancy) with complimentary breakfast buffet (up to 4 per room), free Wi-Fi, 

and free parking. Holiday Inn may serve as an alternate or secondary host hotel if desired by 

NFA. 

The table below provides a list of hotels/motels near the tournament sites that will surpass the 

required minimum of 250 rooms needed for the NFA 2019 Tournament. Several include breakfast 

and the Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce will continue to negotiate additional amenities.  
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Hotel/Motel List  
Hotel Name Address Room Inventory Room 

Rates 
Clarion Inn & Suites Orange County 

John Wayne Airport 

- Complimentary shuttle to 

airport  

2620 Hotel Terrace, 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

100+  

Room Inventory 
$105 

Secondary Host Hotel 

Holiday Inn Santa Ana-Orange Co. 

Airport 

- Complimentary Breakfast 

2726 S Grand Ave, 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

75 

Room Block 

 

176 

Room Inventory 

$109 

 

Costa Mesa Marriot 

- Negotiations in process to 

secure complimentary 

breakfast 

500 Anton Blvd.,  

Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

83 

Room Block 

 

300 

Room Inventory 

$119 

Best Western Plus 

- Complimentary Breakfast 

2700 Hotel Terrace, 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 

20 

Room Block 

 

150 

Room Inventory 

$120 

Courtyard Costa Mesa South Coast 

Metro 

- Negotiations in process for 

complimentary breakfast 

3002 S Harbor Blvd, 

Santa Ana, CA 92704 

84 

Room Block 

 

145 

Room Inventory 

$120 

La Quinta Inn & Suites Santa Ana 

- Complimentary Breakfast 

2721 Hotel Terrace, 

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

50 

Room Block 

 

150 

Room Inventory 

$129 

Embassy Suites by Hilton Santa Ana 

Orange County Airport 

 

1325 E. Dyer Road,  

Santa Ana, CA 92705 

300 

Room Inventory 
$133 

HOST HOTEL 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Santa 

Ana – Orange County Airport 

- Negotiations in process 

complimentary breakfast 

201 E MacArthur Blvd, 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 

100 

Room Block 

 

200+ 

Room Inventory 

$149 

DoubleTree Club by Hilton Hotel 

Orange County Airport 

- Complimentary breakfast  

7 Hutton Center Dr., 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 

40  

Room Block 
$159 

 

Total Rooms Blocked = 452 
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AIRPORTS 
 

Santa Ana is surrounded by several airports, making travel arrangements to Santa Ana hassle-

free. The following list provides an at-a-glance view of the short distance between the airports 

and the tournament sites.  

# Airport Distance from 

Tournament Site 

Address 

1. John Wayne Airport (SNA) 6 miles 18601 Airport Way,  

Santa Ana, CA 92707 

2.  Long Beach Airport 30 miles 4100 Donald Douglas Drive, 

Long Beach, CA 90808 

3. Los Angeles Airport 39 miles 1 World Way,  

Los Angeles, CA 90045 

4. Ontario Airport  35 miles 2500 E. Airport Drive, 

Ontario, CA 91761 

5. Burbank Bob Hope Airport 35 miles 2627 N. Hollywood Way, 

Burbank, CA 91505 

 

CONCESSIONS  
 

City of Santa Ana, Santa Ana Unified School District and the Santa Ana Chamber of 

Commerce have extensive partnerships with many businesses and organizations, which will 

provide group rates, discounts, and some free passes/tickets to the various locations 

including the following sites. The concessions will continue to grow as the tournament date 

approaches.  

 Bower’s Museum Tickets 

 Santa Ana Zoo Tickets 

 Discovery Cube Tickets 

 MainPlace Mall Eatery Discounts 

 South Coast Mall Plaza Eatery Discounts 

 Segerstrom Hall Show Discount Tickets 

 Downtown Santa Ana Eatery Discounts 
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CONCLUSION 
 

We thank you for the opportunity to submit this proposal on behalf of the City of Santa Ana. The 

City of Santa Ana, in partnership with the Santa Ana Unified School District, and many other 

supporting agencies welcome this unique and transformative tournament for the Community. 

The opportunity to host the 2019 National Forensics Association Tournament would be a special 

honor for the City and we will do our best to ensure that the students bring back memories and 

an experience that they will never forget from Santa Ana, California.    

We look forward to insightful conversations with the National Forensics Association to identify the 

elements that can be expanded upon within this proposal in order to make this endeavor 

successful. Please feel free to reach out to us with any questions or other considerations for this 

proposal. 

In addition, please refer to the map below that identifies local hotels, attractions and the NFA 

tournament sites in Santa Ana. On behalf of the community in Santa Ana, we thank you for your 

time, and consideration of our proposal.    
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MAP 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

City of Santa Ana  
20 Civic Center Plaza, M-31 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

(714) 647-5200 

 

Jorge Garcia, Acting Assistant to the City Manager  

 (714) 647-5234 

Jgarcia10@santa-ana.org  

  

Julie Castro-Cardenas, Senior Management Assistant 

(714) 673-3619 

Jcastro-cardenas@santa-ana.org    

 

Marc Morley, Economic Development Specialist III 

(714) 647-6588 

mmorley@santa-ana.org  

 

 

Santa Ana Unified School District  
1601 East Chestnut Avenue 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

 

Daniel Allen, Executive Director, School Renewal  

(714) 558-5656 

Daniel.allen@sausd.us  

  

Sal Tinajero, Communications Program Specialist  

(714) 913-3515 

santaanaspeech@gmail.com  

 

Susie Lopez-Guerra, Director Community Relations  

(714) 558-5521 

Susie.lopezguerra@sausd.us  

 

Santa Ana Chamber of Commerce  
1631 W. Sunflower Avenue, Suite C-35 

Santa Ana, CA 92704 

  

Dave Elliot, President & CEO 

(714) 541-5353 

delliot@santaanachamber.com  
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